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Church in Britain ‘very 
much alive,’ say Chinese
A FTER t h e ir  three-week 

whistle-stop tour of Britain 
and Ireland the seven-mem

ber team from the China Chris
tian Council concluded this week 
that they had seen many things 
to suggest that the Church here is 
very much alive.

“1 enjoyed every item on the 
program m e,” said Bishop K. H. 
Ting, leader of the delegation and 
President of the CCC, at the to u r ’s 
concluding press conference in 
London on M onday.

“We knew we should look at any
thing in China or abroad dialectic- 
ally, and' were therefore not sur
prised to find that some churches 
here were rather empty and others 
rather full.”

And, saying that he saw mpch in
dicating that the Church here is very 

. much alive, Bishop Ting added: 
“There is a lot of theological

creativity going on in the Church 
in this country which is relevant 
even to us.”

Bishop Zheng, Vice-President and 
General Secretary of the OOC — and 
availing himself o f Bishop Ting’s in
terpreting capabilities spoke of 
the depth of Christian culture which 
he had witnessed in art galleries, 
museums and universities.

Major changes
“ My impression is that Christians 

here are considering many problems 
in great depth. The Christians, espe
cially the leaders, are aware o f t h e  
profound changes' in the world and 
in these Isles. Consequently they are 
considering problems which were 
perhaps not as important in earlier 
days—  for example, the ecumenicity 
of the Church, new thoughts in mis- 
siology; and there' has been a deve
lopment in dialogue with atheists.

“All of these are related to ec- 
clesiology. We are building up and

re-building Up the Church in China, 
and all of these things are important 
to us.”

He had come, said Bishop Zheng, 
wanting to discover certain basic 
questions under theological discus
sion. Theological liberalism, critical 
study of the Bible and a social 
gospel had appeared in recent years 
in China; but, Roping to find some
thing new here, he had found only 
an emphasis on applied theology. ,

Not in human destiny alone did 
their future lie, Bishop Zheng main
tained. It lay also in epistemology 
. . . “the theology of revelation . 
and revelation seems to be on the 
side of God. Applied theology is not 
enough.”
- “The Church’s long history in this 
country is diametrically opposed to 
the Church in China,” said Bishop 
Ting. “But we are getting an 
identity.”

The delegation left on Tuesday to 
visit -^West Germany, Sweden and 
Finland.

N o t  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  S t a t e 9

(Continued from Front Page, Col. 3)
Baker observed diffidently that, since 
the original leak, his postbag has 
been ten-to-one in favour of the 

^report.
He revealed that he was one of 

three members of the working party 
who had changed their views, to the 
unilateralist position, in the course 
of preparing the report. Originally 
he had supported the Government’s 
deterrent policy, though “I was in a 
state of being slightly anxious about 
it. Our two years’ work clarified my 
mind.”

Another member of the working 
party, Dr. John Elford, a Church of 
England priest who is a lecturer in 
social and pastoral theology,at Man
chester University, told the press 
conference that he was in a similar 
position to the Bishop. And Dr. 
Brendan Soane, a Roman Catholic 
priest who is a lecturer in moral

theology at Allen Hall, Westminster, 
although not at the press conference, 
was said by others to be among 
those members of the working party 
who had changed their mind about 
nuclear disarmament.

Other Working party members 
were Sidney D. Bailey, a Quaker 
who is chairman of the Council 
on Christian Approaches to Defence 
and Disarmament; Canon Paul 
Oestreicher, a pacifist' who is with 
the Division of International Affairs 
of the British Council of Churches; 
and Dr. Barrie.Paskins, a lecturer in 
w a r  studies at King’s College, 
London. Mr. Giles Ecclestone, then 
secretary of the. BSR, was secretary 
to the working party.

Canon Oestreicher told the press 
conference that some people, regarded 
the ecumenical composition of the 
working party as a weakness, but he 
thought that this was one of its 
strengths. “In this kind of context

you can’t think' in denominational 
terms,” he declared. And he claimed 
that the report was in  line with 
“something like ,a  broad ecumenical 
consensus” which was emerging on 
the issue of nuclear arms.

Among other things the report calls 
'for Britain to renounce its inde
pendent nuclear deterrent (though re
maining in NATO) for moral reasons 
and in the hope of putting new life 
into non-proliferation and disarma
ment negotiations.

Those negotiations, it says, should 
be vigorously prosecuted and renewed 
efforts made to secure a compre
hensive ban on nuclear tests. And, 

: while th  e report also urges co
operation between East'and' West on 
social and economic projects, it says 
that the Church must set an example 
by encouraging peace both within 
and outside its own fellowship.

the Church and the Bomb (Hodder
and Stoughton, £4.50)

ADVERTISEMENT

Your action is needed now
Few people realise the huge change th a t is taking place in our 

population —  the rising proportion  of old people —  currently 
18% of our fellow citizens are over retirem ent age, and the 
percentage is rising steadily —  in Britain and the rest of the world. 
W e m ust all be thankful fo r the  reasons fo r longer life expectancy. 
We m ust also ac t if longer life does not;increase our problem s, 
and  deprive the elderly of the happy, active old age they should 
enjoy. !
This is  why H elp  the Aged has been h ard  at work fo r 21 years: 
Providing flats fo r the badly housed, D ay Centres fo r the lonely, 
feeding the hungry overseas, volunteer minibuses fo r B ritain’s 
housebound, m edical treatm ent, research and much m ore. *

A much bigger task needs to be tackled.
As official services are curtailed so the num ber needing help 
grows — e.g. 21 million of o u r old people now live alone, m any 
of them  suffering acutely from  enforced! loneliness.
V oluntary initiative can release a chain reaction that multiplies 
effective goodwill. This is why H elp the Aged has succeeded in 
achieving so m uch for the old with relatively m odest sums; the 
generosity of donors has been linked w ith the dedicated service 
of countless volunteers.
Y o u r  practica l goodw ill can help  o ld  peop le  in great need  -— 
enab le  us to  p u t it to  w ork.
Please send soon  to: The H on. T reasurer, The R t. H on. L ord  
Maybray-K-ing, H elp the Aged, R oom  > CT9, FR E E PO ST  30, 
London, W 1H  7JZ  (No stam p needed).

Help the Aged
21 years of practical service 
dedicated to old people in need.

Agenda for 
the Synod

(Continued from Front Page, CoL 5)
And on November 11, when the 

Synod considers the views on giving 
and spending contained in the report 
called A Responding Church, Sir 
Ronald Harris will make his final 
appearance as First Church Estates 
Commissioner and Chairman of the 
Central Board of Finance.

On the last morning of the sessions 
the Bishop of Durham will ask the 
Synod to take note of the BSR’s re
port, The A rab-lsraeli Conflict, with 
the report on the visit to the Middle 
East by the delegation from the 
BCC. _

Among the private members’ 
motions the Archdeacon of Derby’s 
proposal that the Synod should back 
the freedom of the clergy to become 
Members of* Parliament arrives, at 
last, at the top of the list.

And the liturgical business in
cludes a highly controversial ques
tion. A Form fo r  the Reconciliation 
o f a Penitent comes up for ' f inal  
approval — and Canon Colin 
Buchanan (Southwell) intends to re
turn to the attack over the “ I 
absolve you” phrase.

In spite of alLthe recent publicity 
about The Church and the Bom b  
there will be no debate on the ques
tion of nuclear arms until the 
February sessions, Mr. Pattinson said 
last week. A private member’s motion 
by Mr. P. H. Rippon (Norwich) has 
been left on the agenda “for strategic” 
reasons, but will not be debated in 
November. .

The exposition of Scripture on 
November 10 will be given by Dr. 
William Lazareth, Director of the 
Faith and Order Commission of the 
World Council of Churches, as part 
of .the preparation for the 1983 
WCC Assembly in Vancouver.

by Tory MPs
T  HE report, ‘The Church and 

the Bomb,” triggered off 
fresh anger among Con

servative MPs tins week, though 
the leaders Of the Labour Party, 
the Methodist Church, the 
Quakers and the supporters of 
the Campaign for Nuclear Dis
armament have given its conr 
elusions tin enthusiastic welcome.

Political writers have claim ed 
that Mrs. Thatcher intends to  re-

but the  arguments in the report, 
which she is said to  regard as “in
credible.”

Mr. Winston Churchill, the Con
servative Party’s spokesman on de
fence and multilateral disarmament, 
said that it would be “immoral” if 
the Government were to pursue the 
policies advocated by the Bishop of 
Salisbury’s working party. He 
described them as representing “the 
workipgs of a narrow activist group, 
inspired in some quarters with a 
political motivation.”

And, in the House of Commons on 
Monday, Mr; ' Harry Greenway, 
Conservative MP for Ealing North, 
said that a handful of bishops and 
clergy must be overpaid and under
worked to  have had time to publish 
“the sort of political diatribe that has 
been published today.”

The Ealing MP’s comment arose 
from the debate which followed a 
question he had addressed to the 
Second Church Estates Commissioner. 
Sir William van Straubenzee, whom - 
he asked to make a statement on 
conditions of service for beneficed 
clergymen. Mr. Greenway con
gratulated the Church Commissioners 
on their good sense in improving pay 
and conditions, and then made his 
remark about “ a handful.”

Sir William assured him that the 
report was nothing to do with the 
Church Commissioners, but was a 
report of only a few, however 
distinguished, people.

‘Most unwise’
Many churchmen, he said, did not 

think it incompatible with their be
liefs to regard it as most unwise, in 
the face of an expansionist atheistic 
Communism, to do away with nuclear 

. weapons.
Sir John Biggs-Davison, Conserva

tive MP for Epping Forest, won
dered : “ Is not the danger that the 
Church of England is becoming not 
.the SDP at prayer but the CND at 
prayer?”  But Sir William repeated 
that the report was the work of only 
a few.

Meanwhile Mr. John Silkin, MP, 
shadow Leader of the House of 
Commons and,. Opposition spokes
man • on defence and disarmament, 
rejoiced in a  . statement issued on 
Monday that the conclusions in  the 
report were similar to the ones 
adopted by the Labour Party con
ference. “ No doubt Mrs. Thatcher 
over the next few weeks will seek to 
brand these distinguished Church 
leaders as unpatriotic and cowardly. 
She will fail,” he said.

Warm welcome
A statement from the Campaign 

for Nuclear Disarmament said that 
CND regarded the debate within the 
Church as being as “ significant as 
the debate within the political 

~ parties.” And it announced that it 
would soon be launching a campaign 
for “ nuclear-free parishes.”

The Rev. Brian Duckworth; the 
Methodist Church’s International 
Affairs Secretary, gave the report a 
warm welcome. And the Quakers 
were “ delighted ” that a working 
party of the Church had taken “ a 
stand which we have been urging for 
some time.”

W O R D  or words com prising 
six letters m ust be found from  

the clues. Each w ord starts in  the 
space indicated by the arrow, and 
goes round  its num bered centre 
CLOCKWISE.

1. A scalp for a French philosopher 
who has French thoughts.

2. Without this Adam had no life, 
spiritually o r physically.

3. What a student does to know- 
ledge, blotting paper does to 
ink.

4. This kind, of railway provides 
many thrills a t a fair.

5. The lipstick colour used by the 
lass who cried “Ripe” in the old

... song?
6. The job of the girl who “stole 

my heart away.”
7. When reversed this hank' note 

can be used to  make junket.
8. Anagram of No. 9.
9. The wish of the French lord?

“Room for the — s of Bonny 
Dundee.” (Scott).
A humble home to lie and re
cline in? (3-3). •
As rest is disturbed, one is led 
to  make a declaration.

10.

11.

12.

Answers next week.

Answers to last week’s  Honeycomb-

1, Samuel. 2, Essene. 3, Judges- 
4, Sleeve. 5, Negate. 6, George-
7, Vestry. 8, Tarsus. 9, Arrows-
10, Retort. 11, Russet, 12, Aspens.
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