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defend 
service

c HURCH leaders have defended the Falkland Islands Service, held in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral on Monday, against criticisms that it laid too much stress 

on peace and reconciliation and too little on thanksgiving for a brilliant victory.

‘Sorrow as

reconcile’
^ H E common sorrow o f the 

bereaved in Britain and Argen
tina could act as a bridge of 
reconciliation, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury suggested in his ser
mon at the Falkland Islands Ser
vice in S t  Paul’s Cathedral on 
Monday. ^

Dr. Runcie began, however, by 
pointing out that the first note in 
the service had been one of 
thanksgiving for the courage and 
endurance for those who fought 
in the South Atlantic.

He had been moved and heartened, 
he said, by the conduct of the 
British forces. “ I have experi
enced battle myself, and know* 
that it is no mean achievement 
to preserve the restraint and dis
play the courage shown by so 
many of those involved in this 
conflict.”

The Primate went on: “ W hile.giv
ing thanks, however, we also 
m o u r n  for grievous losses. 
Thank God so many returned; 
but there are many in this 
cathedral who mourn the loss of 
someone they love, and our 
hearts go out to them.”

They were a reminder, he said, 
that humanity possessed the 
terrifying power for destruction. 
“ It is impossible to be a Chris
tian and h o t to long for peace.”

. ■ /
Furthermore, “ war is a sign of 

human failure, and everything 
w e/ say and do in this service 
must be in that context.” War 
had left a terrible mark on this 
century and even now occupied 
some of the best talents and 
resources of the nations.

“ The great nations continue to  
channel their energies into per
fecting weapons of desruction, 
and very little is done to halt the 
international trade in arms which 
contributes so much to the 
insecurity of the world.”

The Christian’s hope was not in 
man’s goodwill or rationality, 
the Archbishop said, but in man’s 
discovery of himself as a child o f  
the universal God of love; with 
that realisation came a readiness
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The service, arranged to mark 
the end of fighting between 
Britain and' Argentina in the 
South Atlantic, was notable for 
the consensus reached between the 
Churches over the form which it 
should take, and for. its air of 
sober reflection on the spiritual 
issues involved. y

But several Conservative Members 
oif Parliament, inchK ling the Prime 
Minister, were angry about the service, 
which they felt should! have been a 
more rousing one of national rejoic
ing. The MPs (though not, apparently, 
Mrs. Thatcher) were also annoyed 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury
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for preaching a sermon that con
demned war, appealed for reconcilia
tion, and mentioned Argentinian as 
well as British grief over casualties.

Mr. Edward Du Cann, chairman 
of the Tory 1922 Committee,.said he 
would protest to Dr. Runcie: “I was 
sad and disappointed that there was 
no mention during the service of the 
fact that the'Falklands. crisis was an 
example of Britain standing alone for 
international law, freedom a n d  
democracy.”

Mr. Julian Ameny simply .found the 
whole service disgraceful and; the 
Arohibishop’s sermon “more, suitable, 
for Buenos Aires than here.’* He also 
deplored the absence of martial 
hymns like Fight the Good Fight and 
Onward, Christian Soldiers.

Sir John Biggs-Davison refused to 
attend after seeing the order of ser
vice — it was right to pray for the 
dead and for one’s enemies, but 
wrong to fail to give thanks for 
the deliverance of the Falklanders 
through the victory of Che British 
forces. He added1: “It was revolting 
for cringing clergy to misuse St. 
Paul’s to throw doubt upon the sac
rifices of our fighting men.”

‘ Moved & pleased’
In the face of all this, the Arch

bishop has remained silent. But other 
Church leaders have rallied to the 
defence of his sermon and of the 
service as a whole. They claimed that 
next-of-kin had generally been moved' 
and pleased by the service, while the 
criticisms resulted from a misunder
standing of the role of the Church.
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 1)

The medal

of peace
A SMALL, humble symbol of 

peace lay on the high altar of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral during the 
Falkland Islands service on Mon
day morning, unseen by the vast 
congregation.

It was placed there by the Dean, the 
Very Rev. Alan Webster, who 
had told of its strange story when 
he preached in the Cathedral the 
day before.

The symbol was just a little 
souvenir medai with a picture of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary on a red 
ribbon; but it came from the 
National Shrine o f Our Lady of 
Lujan, Argentina — which was 
visited by the Pope recently— 
and there may be more to it than 
meets the eye.

The unknown woman who posted 
it to Dean Webster was given it 
by a friend from Buenos Aires 
years ago. In the letter she sent 
the Dean she wrote: “ It lay 
unworn, but, when they started 
fighting, I put it on, and told 
everyone that it would only come 
off when they stopped. It was 
my symbolic prayer for peace.

“ The evening of the cease-fire I 
was changing my clothes, and 
cooking, when something shot 
with great velocity across the 
room and landed behind my bed. 
It wasn't the jewellery I was 
wearing, so I forgot it and had 
supper.

“An hour or so later, when the 
cease-fire was announced on TV, 
I felt gratefully for my beloved 
medal to take it off. It had gone 
— and lay f a c e  downwards
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The Duke and Duchess of Kent are greeted by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on their arrival at St. Paul’s Cathedral for the Falkland Islands 

Service on Monday

Church schools urged 
to phase out caning

r j1 H E General Synod’s Board 
of Education has advised all 

Church of England schools to 
phase out corporal punishment 
wherever possible and, ultimately, 
to abolish the practice.

The advice comes in the form of 
guidance sent out to all diocesan 
directors of education after two 
years of discussions with diocesan 
representatives and a study of the 
current practice in their areas.

Lt follows last February's decision 
by the European - Court of Human 
Rights that children should not be 
beaten against the wishes :of their 
parents. Last March the Govern
ment sent round a circular warning 
chief education officers that corporal 
punishment “ may in certain circum
stances amount to- treatment contrary 
to Article 3 of the Convention.” 
Article 3, as the Church's guidance 
points out, says that “ no one shall 
be subjected to torture or to inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punish
ment.”

“dearly, in‘ these circumstances, 
it behoves the governing bodies of all 
Church schools ailso to review the 
situation pertaining in their schools,” 
the guidance says.

In the past the Board's policy has 
been to leave head teachers and their 
governing bodies to make their own 
decisions about corporal punishment, 
as about other matters. This policy 
has not changed, a spokesman said 
this week. The only difference is 
that this time the Board has expressed 
a view of its own, and offered advice. 
It will still be up to the heads and
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Primate off on trip to Turkey
T ’HE Archbishop of Canterbury 

was due to leave for a visit to 
Turkey on Wednesday to meet the 
Ecumenical Patriarch, His A ll  
Holiness Demetrios 1, in Istanbul. 
He returns home on Tuesday.

Dr. Ruhcie, who was co-cihairman 
of the Anglican-Orthodox Commis
sion when he was Bishop of / SL 
Albans, was expected to discuss the 
recent meeting of that group in Can

terbury and to share information on 
the whole range of ecumenical discus
sions in which both Churches are 
engaged. The present ecumenical 
situation in England is likely to 
figure in the talks.

Among those accompanying the 
Primate is Archbishop Methodios of 
Thyateira and Great Britain — so 
the question of closer relationships 
pastorally between Anglicans and the 
Orthodox diaspora in different parts

of the world was expected to be on 
the agenda.

Dr. Runcie is meeting ithe Gover
nor of Istanbul as well as other 
Church leaders during his stay in the 
city. On Sunday he will attend divine 
liturgy at.the Monastery of the Holy 
Trinity, Heybeliada, on the Bos
phorus; and later in the day he will 
celebrate the Eucharist at the Angli
can St. Helena's Chapel, which cele
brates its centenary this year. .........
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