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Falklands service features ‘Sorrow as 
thanks & remembrance
(Continued from Front Page, CoL 2)

A spokesman for Cardinal Hume, 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Westminster, said that the Cardinal, 
felt that Dr. Runcie's sermon had 
been courageous and deeply Chris
tian; both it and the service had 
struck all the right notes.

The Methodist leader, Dr. Ken
neth. Greet, approved Dr. Runcie’s 
sermon as “magnificent,” and found 
the argument about the service of 

' very great significance, since it had 
been carefully dirafted “to let the 
Church be the Church.”

And - M rs. Rosalind GoodfeLlow, 
Moderator of the United Reformed 
Church, thought it had been “a very 
moving and fitting service.” As for 
the controversy, it was a case of the 
Established. Church finding itself in 
an intolerable position, with those 
who really wanted a secular service 
glorifying an achievement trying to 
use the Church “like a totem pole.”

The Dean of St. Paul’s, the Very 
Rev. Alan Webster, described Dr. 
Runcie's sermon as “wise and 
human," and pointed out that they 
had tried to produce a service which 
would helip the largest possible num
ber of people.

And there were some politicians 
who came to the support of the 
Church — among them Mr. Steel, 
the Liberal, leader; Mrs. Shirley 
Williams of the Social Democrats; 
and the former Labour Prime Minis
ter, Mr. Callaghan.

In one way the occasion was, 
however, all that the most national
istic could have desired: it glittered. 
The diamond-bright lighting glinted 
on medals and orders" and ecclesi
astical crosses.

Reconciliation
The Queen and the Duke of 

Edinburgh and the Queen Mother, 
were there, together with the Prince 
and Princess of Wales and still, more 
members of the Royal Family. Near 
them was a large contingent of lead
ing politicians,, household names — 
including Mrs. Thatcher and others 
whose word despatched the Task 
Force and sustained its action.

There were impeccably turned-out 
representatives of the Armed Forces, 
whose competence and courage had 
helped ensure victory; and 
representatives of the civilian bodies 
which had kept them all operational.

But there was another group 
present, too — the bereaved. There- 
were more than five hundred Of them 
in the Cathedral; and it was they, 
more than anyone else, who deter
mined the shape and the ethos of the

The medal that 
spoke of peace

(Continued from Front Page, Col. 3)

behind my bed. Startled and 
humbled by this pointed accept
ance of my adt o f peace, I 
reflected on the inner dynamism 
of symbolism, particularly those 
symbols we choose ourselves.

“ I’m now rather in awe -of this 
little medal and would like to 
offer it to you for the altar, or 
your pocket, at that service, as a 
link between nations— different 
religious expressions o f the same 
God. Our Lady will look after 
it.”

service. Beforehand, letters from 
them had overwhelmingly intimated 
that they wanted reconciliation to 
feature in it.

And, looking at them there on the 
day, it was surely impossible’to feel 
any sense of triumph; Thanksgiving, 
yes, but not so much for victory as 
for the liberation of the Falkland 
islanders—and, above all, thanks
giving that there would be no more 
tearful faces like those in St. Paul's,

The service was in three parts-— 
thanksgiving, rertiemb ranee, an d  
peace and reconciliation. It opened
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with the hymn Praise, my soul, the 
King of heaven, which everyone 
knew and which was therefore sung 
lustily. But the grave tone that the 
service was to maintain throughout 
was then immediately established in 
the bidding spoken by the Dean.

They met to thank God, he said, 
for the cessation of hostilities (a 
pallid phrase, snorted one indignant 
newspaper, “ the ecclesiastical equiva
lent of ‘ bad light stopped play ’ ”).

However., the Dean went on to say 
that they would also be giving thanks 
for the courage, determination and 
endurance of'those who took part in 
the fighting and for the safe return 
of so many.

They would remember the fallen, 
pray for the wounded-, seek to share 
the sufferings of the mourners. They 
would pray for reconstruction in the 
Falklands and for peace and recon
ciliation in the South Atlantic. “ Let 
this service unite us, strengthen our 
spirit, and sustain our hopes so that 
we commit ourselves to be makers of 
peace in a divided1 world*”

Though the"service stemmed from a 
military event, any military show had 
been carefully played down at the 
insistence of the Churches. There 
was no parade to the cathedral, for 
example—just an honour-guard, of 
men who had fought in the Falklands, 
lining the steps. But Servicemen did 
play a small active part in the service.

The Chaplain of the Fleet (the Ven. 
Raymond Roberts) Ted the General 
Thanksgiving; and the Rev. David 
Cooper, chaplain of the Second Batta
lion, the Parachute Regiment, read 
the second lesson—Matthew’s account 
of the Beatitudes. Two other Task 
Force members spoke brief biddings 
for the sections on remembrance and 
peace. .

Their own prayers
The ecumenical participation, on 

-the other hand, was prominent and 
unashamed, though' possible only be
cause the Churches agreed on what 
was and was not acceptable—and got • 
their way, despite the politicians. 
Had the service not taken the form 
that it did Cardinal Hiume and Dr. 
Greet, at least, would probably have 
felt unable to attend.

First of the other Churches’ repre
sentatives to contribute was Mrs. 
Goodifellow, with a flawless reading 
of the first lesson — the piece from 
Micah about the looked-for day 
when swords shall be beaten into 
ploughshares and spears' into pruning- 
hooks.

An unusual and pleasant aspect of 
this service was the fact that many of 
the prayers had been composed by 
those who led them; and it was here 
that the rest of the ecumenical par
ticipation was found.

After Dr. Ruhcie’s much-debated 
sermon (reported elsewhere in this 
issue) the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
Prof. John McIntyre, led the congre
gation in the prayer he had written 
for the wounded. He was followed 
immediately by Cardinal Hiume, with 
his prayers for remembrance.

Though there was no section- on 
penitence as such—it had been a mat
ter of controversy before the service 
that there might be—there was con
fession and absolution, led by the 
Bishop of London (Dr. Graham 
Leonard̂ ).,

Evocative call
Another A n g l i c a n  contribution 

Came from Dr. Douglas Webster, the 
St. Paul’s Canon-in-residence, who 
read the< third lesson—from chapter 4 
of the letter to the Ephesians, exhort
ing people not to let the sun go down 
on their anger and to be tender
hearted and forgiving to each other.

But it was at the Last Post, a
deeply evocative call for Servicemen 
and their families, that the service 
came alive—and began to hurt. 
Quietly, people cried. For them, and 
for those who were trying not to,
the two minutes silence before
Reveille must have seemed endless.

Some think that the- 23rd Psalm 
to Crimond is cloying, but it has an 
unassailable position in popular 
sentiment; and the St. Paul’s congre
gation sang it with lingering care. 
After that, the prayers for peace 
from Dr. Greet (as Moderator of 
the Free Church Federal Council) 
were particularly poignant and 
pertinent.

reconcile’
(Continued from Front Page, Col. 1)

to see neighbours in the world 
as brothers and sisters.

He continued: “ That is one reason 
why those Who dare to interpret 
God’s will must never claim him 
as an asset for one nation or 
group rather than another., War 
springs from the love and 
loyalty which should be offered 
to God being applied to some 
God-substitute, one o f the most 
dangerous being nationalism.”

Sometimes with the greatest reluc
tance, said the Primate, force was 
necessary in order to hold back 
the chaos which injustice and the 
irrational element in man threat
ened to make of the world.

But even in the failure o f war there 
were springs o f hope. Pointing 
out that in the service they would 
be praying for the bereaved both 
in Britain and in Argentina, the 
Primate observed: “ Common
sorrow could do something to 
re-unite those who were engaged 
in this struggle. A  shared 
anguish can be a bridge of 
reconciliation.

“ The parent who comes mourning 
the loss o f a son may find here 
consolation, but -also a spirit 
which enlarges our compassion 
to include all those Argentinian

, parents who have lost sons.”

It was sometimes, the Archbishop 
said, those who had remained at 
home, whether supporters or 
opponents of the conflict, who 
continued to be most belligerent 
\n  their attitudes and untouched 
in their deepest selves..

Man possessed the power to 
obliterate himself or to choose 
life in partnership with God. “ I 
believe that there is evidence 
that more and more people are 
waking up to the realisation that 
this crucial decision peers us in 
the face here and now.”

Schools are

(Contiaaed from Front Page, CoL 5)
their governors to make their own 
decisions.

The document of guidance, eleven 
pages long, sets out all the . argu
ments for and against caning, and 
puts them in a context of theology. 
The question is not simply “ What 
as Christians, should we be doing? “ 
it says. It is, rather, “ What theologj. 
cal and educational principles are 
implicit in any decision taken, and 
are these consistent with our convic
tions as Christians? ”

Wider context
So consideration of corporal pun

ishment should not be isolated from 
the much wider context of every
thing that the school stands for, the 
document sluggests. “Questions rela
ting to the desirability and effective
ness of this and other forms of 
punishment should be put against 
this1 backcloth. Such an approach 
should be adopted when weighing in
dividual arguments.”

After listing the well-known argu
ments for and against corporal pun
ishment, the document looks at s'ome 
alternative measures: counselling
withdrawal or suspension Of dis
ruptive pupils for a “ cooling off ” 
period; detention; loss of privileges; 
or placing on report.

The Board’s own advice is taken 
from its chairman, the Bishop of Bris
tol', the Right Rev. John Tinsley, who 
answered' a question about corporal 
punishment in General Synod during 
the sessions of 'February, 1981. 
Bishop Tinsley then expressed the 
hope that, “subject to the advice 
offered in the guidance, governing 
bodies would, wherever possible, 
phase out corporal punishment and 
ultimately abolish the practice.”

No rejection
The document makes it plain that, 

“whatever the decision, a Church 
school would especially have regard 
to theprinciple that the imposition of 
any form of punishment has the aim 
of stressing that it is a certain type 
of behaviour that is unacceptable, 
not that the pupil is 'being rejected.”

The most likely consequence of 
abandoning corporal punishment is 
the greater involvement of parents, 
which is something that has always 
helped to cope with problems, the 
documents points out.

A WORD or words comprising 
six letters must be found from 

the clues. Each word starts in the 
space indicated by the arrow, and 
goes round its numbered centre 
CLOCKWISE.

1. See 3.
2 Get up north 

resurrected.
and you are

3 & 1. “ O, what a fall was there ” 
— in his death. (6, 6)

4. The unhappy RAC attracts VAT 
perhaps for the tie.

5. Jack Sprat was more so than his 
wife.

6. Bankrupted, and the building js 
tumbled down. ;

7. Explore this like every other.
8. An eastern failure can pass the, 

time.
9. Coastal ship 

merchant.
perhaps, and a

10. Moon madness.
11. Gaps found Edward who .had 

fought for breath. . *
-12. Rex, pet of the specialist.

Answers next week.

Answers to last weekfs Honeycomb- 
1, Relate. 2, Eroica. 3, Cheese, 4, 

Locale. 5, Leaves. 6, Vested. 7, 
Cosine. 8, Assent. 9, Deacon. 10> 
Snivel. 11, Ovated. 12, Eocene.
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