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F OR the third time in a fortnight, the Church of 
England faund itself at the centre of a national 

controversy this week—this time over a working 
party’s report which advocates unilateral disarma

ment for Britain,

reaches 
Lebanon

>rTHE nine British medical volun- 
teers who were dispatched by 

Christian Aid last week to the 
Lebanon in response to a “most 
urgent” request by the Middle 
East Council of Churches, have 
now finally arrived in the 
besieged sector of west Beirut.

The volunteers, many of whom 
have previous experience of 
working in disaster areas, were 
assembled at short notice to fly 
first to Cyprus and then on to 
Beirut by boat. The team, 
swelled by medical personnel 
from other countries, left Cyprus

Members of the first team  to leave  
for Lebanon last w eek; (I. to r.) Dr. 
Patrick K iernan, M is s  S tephan ie  
Simminds, M iss D orothy W orthington  

and Dr. B ruce D ick

in two groups — the arrival of 
the second at the port of 
•founieh, just north of Beirut, 
being/ reportedly delayed by an 
Israeli patrol.

A further group of fourteen medi
cal personnel, including three 
midwives and a plastic surgeon, 
has since been formed. Half are' 
due to leave for Cyprus on the 
first leg of their 'journey today 
and the remainder on Sunday.

Help the Aged,* meanwhile, has 
dispatched more than 500 bales 
of clothing for the elderly vic
tims of the war in Lebanon. 
This is in addition to a cash 
grant of £5,000 for food and 
medical supplies for the elderly 
n»ade earlier last month. The 
distribution of the clothing will 
be organised by the Middle East 
Council of Churches.

T he report, com missioned by the 
G eneral Synod, leaked ou t m ore 
than tw o m onths before its 
scheduled publication date on  
October 18, w hen it is to  be 
launched by H odder and  Stough
ton, w ith the Church Inform ation 
Office/

The views it is said to express at
tracted heavy fire from Conservative 
MPs, who had hardly finished 
protesting against, first, the Falkland 
Islands Service in St. Paul’s Cathe
dral, and then the new hymn book 
which contains an up-dated version 
of the National Anthem.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
said to be angry at the leak, was 
once more in the position of having 
to explain that the cause of a public 
furore—in this case the report, called 
The Church and the Bomb—had no 
official Church sanction.

The Archbishop’s own reaction was 
to say: “There seems to be a fashion 
for promoting the honest opinions of 
private individuals or groups to the 
status of an official church document.

„ ‘Not official’
“I have not seen this document, 

but it has yet to be discussed by the 
General Synod. It has no more 
official sanction than the so-called 
alternative National Anthem.”

The working party which compiled 
the report was appointed by the 
General Synod’s Board for Social 
Responsibility, and the Bishop of 
Salisbury, the Right Rev. John Baker, 
was the chairman of the group — 
which consisted of people with 
various points of view, Hodders 
pointed out this week.

Canon Paul Oestreicher, assistant 
secretary of the British Council of 
Churches and a member of the Ang
lican Pacifist Fellowship, is a de
clared unilateralist, as is Quaker Mr. 
Sydney Bailey.

The other members of the working 
party were Dr. John Elford of Man
chester University;. Dr. Barrie Paskins 
of King’s College, London, and Fr. 
Brendan Soane, of Allen Hall Roman 
Catholic Seminary, London.

Apparently their report suggests 
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The Rev. Paul Hutchinson from Stoke-on-Trent celebrating Communion at Extoree ’82, the ten-day camp held 
at Gilwell Park, London, to mark 75 years of Scouting. Nine hundred able-bodied and handicapped Scouts, 

plus 659 leaders from the UK and 25 other countries, attended the camp, which ended last Saturday

defends revision 
hymns in new book

JN the wake of what one of them 
called “ the great National 

Anthem scare,” the compilers of 
the controversial “ Hymns for 
Today’s Church” have rallied to 
the defence of their new “ up
dated ” hymn book.

The book, to be published by 
Hodder and Stoughton on November 
8, contains an alternative version of 
the National Anthem which does 
away with the plea to “ send her 
victorious.” But the editors were 
emphatically denying any lack of 
patriotism, the secretary of the 
group, the Rev. Michael Perry, 
Rector of Eversely, Hants., said this 
week.

Mr. Perry told the Church Times 
their defence was based on the case 
which was put to the Hymn Society 
of Great Britain and Ireland at its 
annual conference this summer—that 
without revision, hymns are event
ually discarded.

And that is the theme of a book 
which ‘appeared this week, written by 
another member of the new hymn 
book’s words committee, the Rev. 
Christopher Idle., Rector of Lime- 
house, London. The little book, in 
the “Grove” series, under the general 
aegis of Canon Colin Buchanan, at 
Nottingham, is called Hymns in To
day’s Language*; and it sets out the

ease for pastoral revision of hymns 
in the way .that the “Jubilate” group 
has been doing its work.

“This booklet is largely the fruit 
of a ‘group’ mind which has grown 
■up over some eight years of working 
together on the words committee of 
Hymns for Today’s Church—which 
last year became part of a new 
enterprise, ‘Jubilate Hymns’,” Mr. 
Idle says in his introduction.

In a section entitled “Meeting the 
Objections,” he argues: “It is be
cause we love the old hymns that 
we do not want to lose them. If we 
cannot revise, the whole body of 
classic English hymnology would 
gradually but surely shift from the 
parish church into the local library.

Few now sing “ Frustrate their 
knavish tricks,” says Mr. Idle, who 
describes the group’s alternative 
National Anthem as “ a kite flyer.” 
He adds: “ The absolute monarchy 
presupposed here has begun to grate 
for many loyal but thoughtful citi
zens. But even these words were 
once new-fangled.”

Hymns will soon represent a quite 
different world from the rest of our 
worship if no revisions are made, he 
points out. And if the texts of the 
old hymns are not revised: “ What 
will take their place? Only the 
hymns of today and tomorrow—-but 
the door will be left wide open for the 
shoddy, the trendy and the smart.”

Rather than have a fresh debate at 
every hymn the group decided early 
on to remove all “ thees ” and 
“thous” from the main book, Mr. Idle 
explains. The main problem posed 
was with rhyming, but only a single 
untrue rhyme has been allowed.

“ In ‘ How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds,’ ‘ Weak is the effort of my 
heart ’ is followed by ‘ but when we 
see you as you are ’.”

The formal editors of Hymns for 
Today’s Church are the new Bishop 
of Chester, the Right Rev. Michael 
Baughen, who has the overall respon-
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* Hymns in Today's Language. 70p plus postage 
from Grove Books, Bramcote, Nottingham.

New Dean of Liverpool appointed
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THE MESSAGE

Robert Beale claims that 
the Church is missing 
out on communication 9
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THEOLOGY & TRUTH

TTHE new Dean of Liverpool is . 
to be Canon Rhys Derrick 

Chamberlain Walters, Salisbury 
Diocesan Missioner and Canon 
and Treasurer of Salisbury Cathe
dral. He succeeds the Very Rev. 
Edward Patey, who is retiring.

Canon Walters, who is 50* was 
bom in Swansea, took his degree at 
the London School of Economics 
and then trained for the ministry at 
Ripon Hall, Oxford. He was ordained 
in 1957 as Assistant Curate of St.

Michael and All Angels, Mansleton, 
Swansea, and in the following year 
became Anglican chaplain at Univer
sity College, Swansea. In 1962 he 
moved to Derbyshire as. Vicar of 
All Saints’, Totley and in 1967 was 
appointed Vicar of St. Mary’s, 
Boulton in Derbyshire.

He has1' been Diocesan Missioner 
at Salisbury since 1974. He was a 
Canon and Prebendary of the 
Cathedral for a year in 1977, be
coming a Residentiary Canon the 
following year and Treasurer in
1979.

During his time at Salisbury Canon 
Walters has been involved in the 
leadership of three diocesan cam
paigns. He also launched the Bishop’s 
Certificate in Christian Education 
which has "been taken by more than 
500 Church-people in .Wiltshire and 
Dorset. Canon Walters is married 
and has two sons.

Dean Patey, a well-known broad
caster and a prolific writer, has been 
Dean of the world’s largest Anglican 
cathedral for nineteen years. He will 
retire at the end of next month.
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