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s e r v ic e  a t

T WO hundred Christians gathered last Sunday 
for an ecumenical service in unlikely conditions 

at the “ Green Gate” of the Greenham Common air 
base — scene of the current anti-nuclear demon
strations by women peace activists.

■F a i t h  a s  

a n t i d o t e  

t o  f e a r ’
''THE recently published report, 

“ The Church and the Bomb,” 
was right to propose urgent pre
cautions against nuclear disaster, 
the Archbishop of York has said 
—but the Church's role, he

DR. BLANCH

claims, lies not only in contain
ing the threat of nuclear war but 
also in countering the fear of it.

Writing in the latest issue of his 
diocesan leaflet, Dr. Blanch says 
that/ fear of disaster is itself a 
potent source of disaster; and 
that “one sovereign antidote” to 
fear is faith.

Many people, the Archbishop 
thinks, will regard next Febru
ary's General Synod debate on 
the “ Church and Bomb ” report 
as the most important issue ever 
debated, since it touches not just 
the future of the Church or the 
nation but the f u t u r e  of 
humanity.

Blanch notes dryly that the 
Synod debate is unlikely to 
determine policy in the chan
celleries of Europe or Russia— 
but it may help the Church to see 
its role more clearly in a world 
desperately at risk.

The threat of universal disaster 
was always present. But this was 
uot an unfamiliar threat to the 
Church—it “haunts the pages of 
the New Testament.”

Surveillance helicopters flew 
overhead and policemen looked on 
as V alerie  Flessati, a  full-time 
worker fo r Pax Ohristi, preached , 
a sermon on peace. The service 
was arranged jointly by the O xford 
Christian W omen’s G roup and 
O xford Christians fo r Peace. 
Dominican Tim othy Radcliffe took 
the service— which men attended, 
though they did not join the 
subsequent demonstration.

Shortly after the service thousands 
of women encircled' the nine-mile 
perimeter of the base by holding 
hands as part o f t h e i r  non-violent 
demonstration against the proposed 
siting of Cruise missiles at Greenham 
Common next year.

There was a strong feeling of 
Christian support for the demonstra
tion—and for the “peaceful blockade” 
of the base on Monday. Several 
Anglicans and Methodists from. Wales 
who had never participated in any 
demonstrations b e f o r e  w e r e  
representative of the many “non- 
political” Christians who have felt 
drawn to the women’s peace camp at 
Greenham.

Barbara Bletchford from Glamor
gan said: “The camp is non-violent 
and non-political. On moral and 
spiritual grounds we, as Christians, 
are supporting it. For centuries men 
have gone to war. Now women are 
going to peace.”

‘Arms for linking’
Several ministers, priests and 

monks attended the service and later 
joined other men at the “Orange 
Gate,” where they looked after 
children and1 prepared food.

A number of nuns also took part 
in the encirclement of the base. Their 
slogan was that “Arms are for 
linking.”

In her sermon, Valerie Flessati 
observed that Advent recalled the 
time when Mary waited silently for 
birth. But, she added, today women 
could not wait silently for the 
destruction of life,'on earth — “as 
women were called out of their 
traditional roles to be the first wit
nesses of the resurrection, so women 
are called today to witness to peace 
and to the non-violent love that 
makes for peace.”

Communion being administered to some of the two hundred people who 
attended the Greenham Common peace service

A t t e m p t  t o  o u s t  M a n x  

b i s h o p  f r o m  T y n w a l d
‘' j ’HE right of the Bishop of 

Sodor and Man to sit in the 
Upper House of the Manx Parlia
ment—-the Tynwald—came under 
fire on Tuesday, when the 
Speaker of the House of Keys, Sir 
Charles Kemiish, asked if the 
Bishop's presence was “ inconsis
tent with modem democratic 
principles.”

But the Tynw ald must wait fo r 
the report o f a  committee which is 
reviewing representation, replied 
the Chairm an o f the Executive 
Council, M r. Percy Radcliffe, who 
paid a  personal tribute to the 
Bishop— and warned that his re
m oval could result in the diocese 
becom ing a rural deanery o f the 
diocese o f Liverpool.

Before> Tuesday’s meeting the 
Bishop, the Right Rev. Vernon 
Nicholls, told the Church Times'. 
“ Everything is in a turmoil, and they 
don’t know what they want. But I 
aim not worried; I am sure that I and 
my successor will continue to sit in 
the Tynwald.”

And the Chancellor of the diocese, 
Mr. P. W. S. Farrant, who is also the 
Diocesan Secretary, said that the 
latest bid to remove the Bishop from

the Upper House—.the Legislative 
Council—was part of an exercise the 
House of Keys had been engaged in 
to reform the structure of the Tyn
wald under the Representation! of the 
People Act.

A committee appointed to look into 
the matter has already produced an 
interim report which says that the 
Bishop should remain—though not 
any longer as a voting member. His 
role will be increasingly important, 
the report suggests—because he is not 
dependent on being elected and is 
therefore free to speak out on con
troversial issues.

Sir Charles Kerruish, however, had 
not “ given up the battle ” to have the 
Bishop removed,, commented Mr. 
Farrant.

T h e  diocesan synod, at a recent 
meeting, voted by 124 to one in 
favour of protecting the status quo, 
retaining the Bishop in the Upper 
House with his vote.

Bishop Nicholls, who is due to 
retire next May, told his Diocesan 
Synod: “ Since October 18, 1977, 225 
divisions have taken place in the 
Tynwald, and only on eighteen occa
sions have I voted against the majority 
in the House of Keys. Then it was 
principally on such subjects as 
gambling and' the lottery and licensing 
—subjects .on which I think church- 
people would expect any bishop to 
express his views upon and stand 
alone.”

Bishop Chadwick returns to UK
^ H E  R ight Rev. Graham  Chad

wick was due back in England 
this week after constant inter
ference by the South A frican 
Governm ent m ade him resign from  
his post as Bishop o f  K im berley 
and Kurum an.

Bishop Chadwick, 59, was con
secrated six years ago. He had 
worked in Southern Africa as a 
USPG missionary since 1953.

But in November last year—after

his frequent visits to police authori
ties to enquire about priests and 
schoolchildren who were being de
tained without trial—he was refused 
permission to go on living in “white” 
South Africa. His permit was not re
newed.

The Bishop and his wife, Suzanne, 
moved to the black homeland of 
Bophuthatsu'ana; and from there 
Bishop Chadwick continued, for a 
time, to travel to and fro across the 
border to carry out his ministry in 
the diocese.

After being threatened with arrest 
if he continued to act in this manner 
the Bishop resigned — to allow the 
election of a successor who would be 
free to travel throughout the diocese. 
The Anglican Provincial Synod has 
now appointed the Right Rev. George 
Swartz—the first coloured diocesan 
in South Africa.

Since his. resignation Bishop Chad
wick has been granted a multi-transit 
permit allowing him to, pass through 
South Africa.

‘No’ to 
clergy 
owning 
homes

T H E  Church Commissioners 
have once again rejected as 
disadvantageous to all con

cerned the idea that the clergy 
should switch from the existing 
system of tied housing to personal 
home-ownership.

A t present the great m ajority of 
Church o f England clergy live rent- 
free in Church-owned houses; 
periodically it is suggested that 
these houses should be sold and the 
proceeds invested to  pay fo r higher 
stipends from  which the clergy 
would then finance the purchase o f 
their own homes.

It is this argument which the Com
missioners have recently re-examined. 
And their findings, set out in a memo
randum x just published, confirm 
(according to a spokesman) “that the 
disadvantages of such a change con
tinue substantially to outweigh any 
possible benefits which might accrue.”

No better off
The principal points made in the 

memorandum are:
★ That the deployment of the clergy 

would be seriously hindered 'and 
that pastoral care would suffer in 
any change to home-ownership.

★ That the overall financial position 
of the clergy would not be signifi
cantly improved if all parsonage 
houses were sold and the proceeds 
used for higher clergy pay.

★ That there seems to be no wide
spread desire among the clergy 
themselves for such a change, 
especially now that improved 
schemes are available to help them 
acquire accommodation on retire
ment.

The memorandum, entitled The 
Ownership o f Clergy Houses, 
reiterates several of the arguments 
used in the Commissioners’ last report 
on the issue seven years ago.

There are many parishes, the 
memorandum says, where it would 
not be practicable for a prospective 
incumbent to buy his own house,
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